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ADVERTISEMENT. 


_ . 


\HE lowing diſcourſe was 4 


ductions, but who may be in danger of in- 


ſection from the prevailing infidelity of the 
age. Should any ſuch be preſerved, by 
the bleſſing of God on it's peruſal, from 
the baneful tendencies of a ſceptical ſpirit, . - 
the Author's beſt feelings will be gratified, _ 


and his end i in it 8 . . 
anſwered. 


Kettering, 
Aprih 1797 


vered ſome time ſince, to the 
Author's own congregation, without any 
idea of publication. It is now ſent into 

the world ſolely with a view to the be- 

. nefit of young perſons, and the lower 
claſſes of people, who may want time or 
inclination to read large and learned pro- 
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| Tyrs 18 4 c FAIPHEUL SAYING, and worTHy 0 
OF ALL ACCEPTATION, THAT CuRrIsT 


Jrsus CAME INTO THE WORLD ro. SAVE. i 
$INNERS, _ 


4 * 


O a rational but Gnfel- being, who ſeri 
oully reflects, and underſtands his real 
ſituation, there cannot be a more intereſting 

inquiry than,“ Whether this be fact? It. 
it be, as the Apoſtle ſays it is, a faithful ſaying, 

or a true report, that Jeſus Chriſt came ing 
the world, with a divine commiſſion, 10 ſaue 
ſinners, it is undoubtedly worthy of all ac. 
ceptation,, But what reaſon is there to be+ E 
lieve it? We have many ſubſtantial reaſons 


tor ſuch a belief, the principal of which hall 
Bow be © Oe ſtated. 


A3 „ 
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= 

i 
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8 A plain and popular View b 


The Fimsr is, the CREDIBILITY. of the 
"HISTORY in which this great doctrine is to 


there ever were ſuch 
actions. How do we know that this is not 
the caſe with the whole New Teſtament 
_-* Obſerve the difference, Such writers as 
' thoſe juſt mentioned evidently and profell. 
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be found. 3 

How came you and I to know any thing 
about Jeſus Chriſt? that there ever was ſuch 
a perſon, or that he.came hither for any ſuch 
purpoſe as ſaving finners ? Why, it may be 


aid, © we have a particular account of him 
in the Bible: for inſtance, we have a large 


via. Matthew, Mark, Luke, and Fohu.” 
Granted : none can deny that the doctrine 
of the text is that of thoſe men called Evan- 
geliſts. But we Know that there are ſuch 
books as Gulliver's Travels; the Arabian 


hiſtory of him written by four different men, 


Nights“ Eniertainmenis; Robinſon Cruſoe, &c. 
which ſpeak of very wonderful perſons and 


very mar vellous events, but nobody believes 
ons or ſuch tranſ- 


edly wrote for their own and the amuſement 


A others, and never pretended. to make | 
r what they relate as facts; or 
th 


ey had, none of the thinking and ſe- 


rious part of mankind could ever have been 
deceived by them, ſo as to believe a word 
-of what they wrote. But theſe four men, 


the Evangeliſts, gravely and ſolemnly Tate 


ſoli 


— 


8 certain 


of the — Chrifianivy, Lo. 
ſolid facts, Whieh came within their own 
knowledge. That which we have ſeen and 
beard, fay they, declare we unto you. 
Again; the writers of the romances re- 
ferred to, relate a number of marvellous 
things indeed, but things of no real, or at 
leaſt not of general, conſequence. A thinking 
man would not much care whether they 


* were true or not, and therefore would not 
5. inquire into their evidence. But che prin- 


cipal facts which the Evangeliſts relate, were 
of the deepeſt poſſible conſequence, which 
involved their own, and the eternal welfare 
of their fellow- creatures. Theſe things are 
written that ye might believe that Feſus is the 
Chriſt, and that believing ye might bade ig 
tbrough bis name. Now Shear they pub- 
liſhed fats of ſuch importance, ſenſible and 
ſerious men would feel themſelves greatly" 
_ intereſted, and make anxious inquiries into 
the truth of theſe things. Suppoſe we heard. - 
a credible report that a large gold mine Was 
diſcovered in a diſtant part of the kingdom, 
and that all the wealth of it was to be ap- 
propriated to the relief of the poor in this 
town; would it not make people very ear- 
neſtly inquire whether there were any real 
ground for ſuch a report? | 
But it may be ſaid © the very gravity and. 
poſitivity with which theſe men affert the 
great things alluded to, might deceive even 
ſcnfible and ſerious perſons, who might im- 


poſe upon thetnſelves by the * ang 
W of the things aſſerted?” 


8 3 


8 165 4d ao ji View: . Wo 
But you will obſerve, that the kiſtory of 


\. Chriſt by the Evangeliſts was written in the MI. hax 
very country, and near the time, where and liſt 
when Chriſt is ſaid to have lived, and all MW = 
that he did is ſaid to have been tranſacted, MW fiic 
ſo that if the whole were a lie, hundreds oft 
and thouſands of perſons. in the towns and: bod 
cities which they mention by name, could true 
have ariſen as one man 2nd contradicted then 
every thing,—Suppoſe three or four men in Is 
and about London were to publiſh their dif- boy 
ferent accounts of a perſon who lived there ther 
ten or twelve years ago, who went into the Wo 
different hoſpitals and cured all the patients. and 
there with only ſpeaking a word; called hun: 
dead bodies out of their coffins and graves; cam 
fed ten thouſand people in Moorfields with ere 


five or ſix loaves of bread, and was at laſt cam 
publickly executed by order of government, 
but roſe again, and was ſeen by many per- 
ſons afterwards for forty days together; 
ſuppoſe ſuch a publication to appear, would 
not the whole city and it's neighbourhood 
be ready to contradict it? Could one ſoul 
there, or one man of ſenſe through the king-. 
dom, be brought to believe it? And yet the 
Evangeliſts were believed by many 5 ſands 
of perſons, and that at a time when many 
thouſands more would have been gk if they 
could, to contradict all they ſaidu. 
Blut it may be further aſked—*< How do 
we know that Chriſt's hiſtory was written 
about that time, and i in that _— Per- 
| 109808 


= the entste- f cena. | 9 


MM hap 8 ane deſigning men forged and pub 21 x 
| liſhed it ſomewhere at a diſtance, and three 
7 


or four hundred years after the-events are 
faid'to-have taken place; and in conſequence 

of this diſtance, both of time and place, no 
body could contradict them; it might be alk 
rue for any thing that any perſon there and 5 
then could ſay. 

But though nobody could cbntradict ther; 4 
how could they get any body to believe 
them? A thouſand tongues would fay; 
Fou bring forward x very wonderful ſtory, 
and you tell us the whole happened ſo man 
hundred years ago, and ſo far off: How 
came you to know all this? There is not a 
word about it in any other hiſtory. How © 
came you to be the firſt that received TR”; 
information; eſpecially when, as you ſay, 
all mankind are equally intereſted in it? 

It can be nothing but a dream, or an in- 
vention of your own.“ 

Suppoſe a perſon were to publiſh a bodk 
aſſerting, contrary to all the hiſtories” of 
England extant, that there was a Henry the 
Ninth, who ſat upon the Britiſh throne ; that 
he was the greateſt and beſt prince that ever 
reigned ;. and made all the good laws we” 
have; that he was murdered by his wicked 
ſubjects; and by and by came out of his 
grave again. Though theſe facts were ſaid 
to have happened ſo many years ago that no 
one living could contradict ſuch a writer R 
rom his own n knowledge, yo who: 
| 4/4 X 5 would: : 


F 
. 
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4 
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would believe him?“ How came y. | 
be the firſt to know all this, when no ot! er 
hiſtory ſays any thing about it?“ The mere 
- poſitive a man was in ſueh a caſe, the mere 
fit we ſhould think him for Bedlam, and 
the leſs. diſpoſed would any ee be to 
give him credit. 

Now think, how is it -olkible to Account 
for it, that ſuch multitudes ſhould be brought 
to believe the goſpel hiſtory, ſuch numbers 
of large chriſtian churches planteg i in diffe- 
Tent countries, and ſo much ſacrificed for 
the ſake of chriſtianity, upon the bare word 
of a few mad men or cheats, who forged an 
hiſtory about ſomebody that lived many hun- 
; dred Ale off, and as many hundred years 
ago, that no other hiſtory ſays any thing 
about, and nobody elſe knows any thing of? 

« But how do we. know. that there were 
Gel men as Maithew, Mark, Luke and Fobn, 
and that they actually wrote their reſpective | 
Goſpels ??* Ils there any man here, or in the 

kingdom, who doubts whether, there were 
_ ſuch a perſon as Milton, and whether. he 
wrote the Paradiſe: Las ?—ſuch a man as | 
Shakeſpear, and whether he wrote the plays 
aſcribed to him ſuch an author as Rollin, 
and whether he wrote the Ancient Hiſtory ? 
Dor ſuch a writer as Calvin, and whether he 
wrote the Iaſtilules? All theſe perſons lived 
many years ago, and ſome. of them were fo- 
reigners; and yet nobody has any doubt on 
"OM head, WR ney. were known, public 
 Charactets, 


: 
1 # 
— - _ : 
Ry . * * 


of the Eoidences of (MHH . 15 


characters, wrote in the face of open day, _ 


owned their writings, which every body 


aſcribed to them, and no one elſe pretended _ 


3 to be the author of them. The ſame things 
* may be ſaid of the four Evangeliſts, They 
=] were perfonally known by thouſands ; they 


i acknowledged their writings; nobody elſe 
W pretended to them, and they were univerſally 
ht owned as theirs. So that the foundation of 
rs our hope lies in an hiſtory which bears all the 
e- genuine marks of credibility. ide. | 
or SrconDLY. We have authority for the 
1118 aſſertion in the text ariſing from the xa TUR 
an or THE EVIDENCE which the Goſpel hiſtory 
in- conti oe TE . 
ars . II is often ſaid that one of the ſtrongeſt 
ing kinds of proof is that which reſts not on any 
it 2 one hinge of evidence, but where a number 
ere of ſtrong, pointed, circumſtances bang to- 
ohn, gether, and unite in different ways to main- 
dive tain the ſame fact. For inſtance: —Suppoſe 
i the it was reported that St. Paul's cathedral was 


- whoſe veracity I had a good opinion, was juſt 
come from London and told me it was Cer- 
tainly true, for you ſaw it done, I ſhould rea- 
dily believe it; but if I read the ſame ac- 
count in three or four newſpapers; if 1 
recollected that that very night was very 
ſtormy here; if 1 went to town, and paſſing 
by different groups of people heard them 
talking of it; and if I fer Ou 
law the cracks in the walls and dome which 


<=. 


firuck with lightning. If any one of you, of | | 


"I" 
„ 
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12 A platn and popular View, 


the lightning was ſaid to have made; in this 
caſe I ſhould believe the fact much more 
fully than upon your bare word. Indeed 1 
_. ſhould not have a doubt remaining upon the 
. caſe; though all theſe circumſtances by no 
means amount to demonſtrative prof. 
5 Now apply this. We find in an hiſtory, 
externally credible, that a perſon named Jeſus | 
Chriſt called himſelf the Saviour of Sinners; 
and when we think of the excellency and un- 
blameableneſs of his character, as recorded 
there, we have reaſon to believe har ſuch a 
perſon would not tell a falſhood, But we 
do not reſt our. faith on his bare word; ſor 
we find that this perſon was circumſtantially | 
deſcribed in books (perpetually cited by the 
Evangeliſts) which appeared many ages be- 
fore he was born. We find him there de- 
clared to be a light that ſhould lighten the 
Gentiles, and God's falvation to the, ends of | 
the earth. As one that ſhould give /iberty 10 
the caplive, and preach glad-tidings io the 
meek. That he ſhould be cut off, but not for 
himſelf; be wounded for our tranſgreſſions, and 
bruiſed for our iniquities; and that he ſhould. 
mot ſee corruption. At the ſame time we find 
his name, titles, offices, works; the tribe to 
which he ſhould belong, the family whence 
he ſhould deſcend, and the time and place of 
his birth minutely ſpecified. - Now. the an- 
tiquity and authenticity of theſe writings 
we have not merely his word for, but the 
full teſtimony of his bittereſt enemies, the 
„ ee e 


* * 


of the. Feier of Chriſtianity. | 73 ; 


| Jews, who are inflexible vouchers for theſe 


writings as Prophecies. As to their exclu= 


five applicableneſs to him, we will Judge for 
_ ourſelves ; we want not heir. opinion. 


Again; we find, upon farther examina- 
tion, that, Chriſt not only ſaid he was the 
Saviour of ſinners, - but, to give weight to. 
what he affirmed, he performed the moſt 
aſtoniſning wonders; controuled all nature; 
commanded away diſeaſes; created food for 
multitudes.; ordered individuals back from 
the inviſtble world, and all this in the 


preſence of great numbers of perſons. More- 


over we are told, that, being put to death, 
he actually aroſe from, the grave at the exact 


time he had previouſly appointed. Beſides 


this, that he enabled other perſons to wor 
miracles as wonderful as his own. And all 
was done with this expreſs declared view, 

to prove that Jeſus is the Chriſt. Faith in, 
bis name, ſays Peter, hath made this man whole... 


All is done in the name of the Lord Feſus, to 


prove that he is exalted 10 be à prince and a: 
ſaviour, giving repentance to 1ſrael and remiſ=- 
ſion of fins. So that we find that different 
men, who-lived and delivered prophecies in 
different places and ages, and all many hun- 
dred years before his birth, unite their teſti 

mony with that which ariſes from the mira 
cles which Chriſt himſelf wrought, and this 
again with that which artſes from the mira-. 
cles which his Apeſtles/ wrought after his 
death, to eſtabliſh this an that 11 15 Faith. 
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ful. PINOY Aut Cb Neu, came this + 8 V 
world to ſave ſinners. If Chriſt had been an m. 
impoſtor, how was he to have bribed ſo many W 
prophets to lay the plan of the cheat co WM '"* 
many ages before he was born? How was ſul 
he to have aſſumed a divine power to have ple 
aſſiſted him in eſtabliſhing the cheat during | 

| his life time? And how was he to hire per- tol 
W ſons, at the hazard of every thing dear to * 
them, to keep it up after his death? to ſpeak an 
all manner of languages, and perform all WI. 
manner of wonders, in order to effect their Pre 
purpoſe? Surely, then, the fact aſſerted in to 
my text is moſt highly credible. def 
- TrwirbLy. The credibility of it FOR h 
appears from it's CONSISTENCY with the DI- | Cau 
VINE PBREECTIONS and GOVERNMENT. 5 ſuc 
: Suppoſe. it was aſſerted, that ſuch a man rig 
as Dr. Daddriage had eſtabliſhed a ſeminary; =... 
and ſupported it ſeveral years, for educating ver 
young men for all the tricks of knavery, and | the. 
inſtructing them in the arts of thieves and Whe 
pick-pockets ; and that it is owing to that all 
inſtitut ion that ſo many perſons of this de- phe 
ſcription fwarm about the metropolis. If in, 
an hundred people aſſerted this, or I faw it mii 

| reer ent publications, Þ ſhould not and 
believe a word of it. If indeed I found ſuch top 

a thing afcribed to B. Moore Careto, or Fora- the 

_ than Wild, I might admit the probability of ſuct 
the fact. But I could not believe it of Hu, pt 1 
becauſe it is utterly inconſiſtent with bis min 
Known. eſlablitiey OY! of character. ſiſte 
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mary for educating young perſons for the 
miniſtry, I might rea6ily credit it, though L 


were a ſtranger to the fact, becauſe it is: ſo 
ſuitable to his known een, and Pg 


ples. 


Now. apply this. Had the Evangelifis | 
told us that Chriſt came into the world di- 


vinely commiſſioned to ſave men in their ſins, 
and make them happy in all manner of 


wickedneſs; had they ſaid that he came to 
preach all ſorts of immorality on purpoſe 
to make men wicked, and then damn and 
deſtroy; them, we ought to have believed the 
whole an enormous; diabolical falſhood, be- 


cauſe it is impoſſible that ſuch a ſcheme or 


ſuch a meſſenger could have come from a 
righteous and gracious God. Such a ſyſtem 
— have been flatly contradictory to the 
very eſſence of the divine perfections, and 
therefore could not be from God. But, 


when we look into the Goſpel; and find that 15 
all this evidence ſupports, all theſe pro- 


phecies point at, all theſe miracles center 
in, a Saviour from guilt, and vice, and 
miſery; a redemption from all wretehedneſs 
and wickedneſs; that this great perſon was 
to give himſelf for us in order to procure 


the grand bleſſing of eternal life; and yet in 


ſuch a way as to exhibit the evil and danger 
of ſin, and the rectitude of the divine ade 
miniſtration this is ſo ſuitable to, and con- 
ſiſtent With the bleſſed F of God; 
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on We one hand, as the Lord God merciful 


and gracious, the father of his creatures 


though fallen, their compaſſionate friend 
though guilty; and on the other hand, as a 


righteous Governor, who: honours: his law, 


.and will diſcountenance vice wherever it is 


found; this is all ſo clearly conſiſtent with 
infinite excellence, and in all reſpects ſo 
worthy of God, that hence ariſes an additional 


evidence of the truth of an hiſtory in which 


fuch a ſyſtem ſtands recorded, and the 
reality of a Saviour's claims who bears ſuch 
a character. 


| FovRTHLY. The Errrer which the pub - 
lication of this fact has produced among 


men will authenticate it's reality. 


Thoſe of you who have read the life of 
1 ener muſt have obſerved to what it is 


to be aſcribed that he made ſo many con- 


* 


verts to his cauſe, and ſpread his religion ſo 
widely among mankind, viz. that he em- 
ployed the two moſt powerful human en- 
gines in the accompliſhment of his purpoſe, 


' FORCE and ALLUREMENT, He ſtirred up a 


military ſpirit among his followers, and 


taught and ſpread his religion through the 


nations by the agency of fire and ſword: 


The bleſſings alſo which he promifed-to his 


diſciples were the moſt ſenſual and licentious 
that can be conceived : gratifications to 


which the inhabitants of thoſe countries 


were particularly addicted. But how is it 


to be accounted for that. Chriſtianity, _ 
| ad. 


8 


* 


7 


of the Evidences of Cbriſtianity. 1 


fight its way, but the doctrine of THE ROS, 
7 Chriſt Feſus the Saviour of ſinners, ſhould: 
have ſuch an effect as we know it had ?—. 
that multitudes. were brought to believe it 


that ſome of his moſt ſavage perſecutors | 


churches ſhould be eſtabliſhed all over Judea, 
and reach through a conſiderable part of the 


Jeruſalem ? and this though oppoſed almoſt: 
in every place by the general maſs of the 
common people, and by every deſcription 
of great men, ſtateſmen, philoſophers and 
magiſtrates ? How is it to be accounted: for 
that this fimple doctrine, ſo entirely con- 


lead thouſands of thouſands to forſake their 
idols and ancient rites and "ceremonies ?— 
that the moſt abandoned characters ſhould 
ſubdue the vileſt paſſions, forſake the moſt 


—How was it that dead Epheſians ſhould 
be quickened to a new, moral and ſpiritual © 
life, and profligate Corin!bians be waſhed | 
ind /anfified 2—How is it to be accounted 


lucceeding ages ſhould facrifice their deareſt ' 
arthly comforts, leave their friends and 
lomes, and worldly all; ſubmit to the moſt 

| | | excru- : 


even at Jeruſalem,” where Chriſt was exe=- 
cuted, and where his worſt enemies lived? 


ſhould come over to his cauſe ? — that 


gentile world even before the deſtruction of 


for that myriads of perſons in the firſt and 


had no apparent weapon with which to 


trary to the pride and luſts of men, ſhould? _ 


abominable practices, and become ſober, 
juſt, devout, temperate and tender-hearted? 


a, 


„„ 
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18 | plain and popular View! 


excruciating tortures, and ſuffer death in the 
moſt hideous forms, for the ſake of this fim-. 
ple truth, that Chrift caine into the wgrld 1 
ſave une rs; even taking JOYFULEY the: poi. 
ing of their gecds, and rejoicing that they were 
Counted worthy to ſuffer for ub a name? 
How is all this to be accounted for . 
Why in no way, and upon no principle on 
earth, but that h/ ſaying was PAITHFULY' 
| that it was of God; borne on and borne up 
in it's operation on mankind by an almighty: 
itrefiſtible hand, and could no! more be 
ſtopt in it's progreſs, by human oppoſition,” 
than the ſun in his courſe by the riſe of a 
-miſt, or the ebbs and flows of the ſea, by the 
8 of the weeds which grow in the” 
To conclude let us bleſs God that the 
evidence of Chriſtianity comes down: do un 
in ſo Amili lar a orm. | | : 
If the truth of the N 
any abſtruſe ſpeculation, like ſome | 
queſtion in arithmetic, or ſome deep prin- 
ciple in philoſophy, not one in an hundred 
could give a rea/on of the hape that is in him. 
But a perſon of the plaineſt underſtanding 
is capable of reading an hiſtory, and of un- 
derſtanding why he believes it. Now God | 
has ſo ordered enk that our eternal hope 
ſhould lie in the familiar form of an hiſtori- 
cal narrative, ſo that we can read it juſt 
the ſame as an other W and Judge of 
it's 


or of the French Revolutian. And it is our 
unſpeakable mercy, that allowing for the 
antiquity of the Goſpel narration, no hiſtory 
extant comes down to us ſupported by a 


factory, and inconteſtible. 


the objections which unbelievers generally 
raiſe, carry but little direct and poſitive 


force againſt the ſtrong pillars of evangelical 
fact. 


108 a magnificent palace, and heard him ob» 


| ho as proofs that it.could not be the work 
of the celebrated architect to whom it was 


and overlooking the grandeur, of the whole 
building, and the ſymmetry of it's ſeveral 


few typographical errors which he might 
happen to diſcover ? Objections of this ſort 


would expoſe a pretended critic to univerſal 
contempt. 


divine revelation to reflect, that moſt of the 


#f the Evidences of Chriſtianity. 19 | 
it's authenticity on the ſame kind of graund 
as that of an hiſtory of England, of America. 


body of evidence more, if equally, full, farif- | 
Again Reflect with Gurisfation, that 


Soppoſe you ſawa man ns inſpect- | 


to the minute flaws, in the ſurface of the 


aſcribed ; would you not condemn bis folly, 
in confinin his attention. to ſuch trafles, 


parts? What reader of common ſenſe would 
queſtion the authenticity of a work aſcribed _ 
to the celebrated Newton, on account of 1 


Now it is a ſatisfaction to 5 hilicver 3 in 


objections of infidels againſt chriſtianity * | 


\ 


i N | 
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20 A plain and popular View 
of this kind, founded, on ſeeming inaccu- 
racies of expreſſion, or trivial variations in 
the narratives of the different writers, or 
other minute circumſtances, which do not 
in the leaſt affect the credibility either of the 
grand facts or doctrines of the Bible, and 
which may eaſily be accounted for from the 
antiquity of the books, the overſights of 
tranſcribers, and other obvious cauſes, ' Say 
to ſuch objectors, Why cavil at difficulties 
ſo trifling, which a reaſonable m n might 
expect in books ſo ancient, ſo often tran- 
ſcribed, and on ſubjects ſo complicated? 
Look at the great whole of Goſpel proof; 
attend to the ſtrong chain of evidence 
formed by ſimplicity and credibility of nar- | 
ration—excellency of charater—ſublimit 
of object arguments from prophecy 10 
miracſes importance and extent of moral 
effect. If you do any thing, attack the dire? 
and radical evidence of Chriſtian faith. Do 
not meanly ſkulk behind the veil of fly in- 
ſinuation and half-diſguiſed hints, nor ex- 
pect to demoliſh the maſſy foundations of 
mortal hope by the mere broadneſs of your 
laugh, or the malignancy of your ſneer. 
Come forwards. with the calmneſs and intre- 
pidity of a man, and urge us by ſerious 

reaſoning and clear demonſtrative argument 
to burn our Bibles, to diſcard the Man of 
Nazareth, and to retreat with you into 0 


ey the Evidences of Chriſtianity, 21 


JF rich well-furniſhed regions of ſcepticiſm, 

* uncertainty; and dk 4446 Hap 

r No- you dare not undertake the arduous. 

t talk. In vain have chriſtian apologiſts in 

e every age thrown out the challenge; and 
d becauſe you cannot effect what you would, 
2 you will at leaſt attempt what you can, 
Y though at the beſt it is an effort to cleave a 

Y WH rock with a ſtraw, or drown the roar of a 


4 thunder-ſtorm by the exploſion of ſquibs. 
ht I can ſcarcely ſatisfy myſelf to draw to a 


1- WH cloſe without remarking that, after all, the 
. WH moſt valuable proof of evangelical truth 
13 


ariſes from perſonal experience of it's happy 
eſffedcs . Wins 
Ar- Though there be great ſatisfaction in 
dwelling on external and hiſtorical evidence, 
though it be highly intereſting to the - 
* WT thoughtful enquirer, and highly inſtructive 
rect to the young and opening mind, yet after 
Do au, the beſt proof that the Goſpel is of di- 


in- vine original, ariſes from a perſonal expe- 
e WW ricnce of it's moral influence, pulling down 
s of the ſrong holds of ſin, and reducing the 


WH b11ghts to the obedience of Chrift. If I find | 
chat it has actually turned me from darkneſs _=— 
we „ /gbt, if it has effectually taught me to 
100% Wl ny all ungodlineſs and worldly lufls, and to 
men” e /oberly and righteoufly and godly in the 4 
an of. | world, looking for the bleſſed hope, &c. in this | 
* caſe, though I may not be able to argue for of 
mn i, 1 can live upon it and die for it's ſake. 
| Without 
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